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SERMON 


Preach'd before 


THEIR MAJESTIES, 


Upon the Annunciation of our Blcfſed Lady, 
March 25. 1686. 


Ecce concipics in utero & paries filium. 
a WT 


Behold thou ſhalt concerve in thy womb and 
bring forth a ſon. 


DERSS H E moſt Solemn Embaſly our 
Y.Es World was cvcr honour'd with, 
> appcar'd this Day in Galilee, at 
ERS thc Town of Nazareth : The 
ms {urprifing and aſtoniſhing News ever 
kent trom Heaven, was brought this Day 
A 2 by 


(2) 


by the Angel Gabriel to the Virgin Mary. 


The was to remain the moſt ſpotleſs and 


rure of Virgins, and, yet become the moſt 
Honourable of Morhers : She was Religi- 
ouſly to obſerve her Pronuſe made to the 
Almighty of Perpetual Chaſticy and Virgi- 
nity ; and yet on this Day become Fruit- 


_ ful, and conceye a Son: Ecce concipies in 


Eſa. 62. 1. 


utero. 

Were the Prophets ever impatient upon 
any account, 1t was with the ExpcCtation 
of this Days News, this Miraculous Con- 
ccption, which brought with it the Me/ſias 
ſo long ſighed after. Iſaiah declares he 
would never reſt, his Importunities ſhould 
neycr ccaſe for Sion and Hieruſalem, propter 
Sion non tacebo, propter Jeruſalem non qui- 
eſcam ; all that Juſt Man ſhould appear, 
that Saviour, which ſhould illuminate the 
World, and ſhine. as a burning Lamp ; Do- 
nec———Satvator ejus ut lampas accendatur : 


So to ſhew their ardent Delires, they addreſs 


themſelves in patherical Apoſtrophes to the 


Earth and Heavens, beſccching the one to 
ſend him down in a Cloud, or in a Hea- 
venly Dew ; or the other to open its fruit- 
ful 


(3). 


ful Womb, that he may grow forth to ſave 


us; Rorate cli deſuper, & nubes pluant Ju- Eſa. 45: 8, 


flum, aperiatur terra & germinet ſalvatorem. 
Ar other times they call upon his Omni- 
potent Hand to force his Paſſage, to break 
through the Heavens, and come down to 


our Rclict ; Utinam diſrumperes calos, & Ef. 64. r, 


deſcenderes. 

Great Prophets, your Sighs and Tears 
at laſt have prov'd fucceſsful, your earncſt 
Petitions arc granted ; the Calamities of 
Mankind, and your mournful Lamentati- 
ons, have ſo far prevail'd, that all things are 
now accompliſh d which were to forego 
the happy arrival of this long-expected 
Meſſias. The Royal Sceptcr has palt to a 
Stranger from the Sons of Fudas, as Facob 
foretold : Daniel's Seventy Myſterious 
Weeks, or Septcnaries of Years, are now 
expir'd : The dy ar that Iſaiah told King 
Achaz ſhould be fruitful and bear a Son, 
1s prepar'd for ſo great a Myitery; and the 
Herald is arriv'd from Heaven that pro- 
claims the joytul News; Ecce concipies in 
utero; Behold, thou ſhalt conceive in thy 
womb, 


Chaſte 


WA —— 


(4) 

Chaſte Virgin, of the Royal Race of Da- 
vid: thou ſhalt this Day conceive a Son ; 
not by the common way appointed by 
Nature, but by the Omniporent Hand of 
the Holy Ghoſt: No Man ſhall have the 
Honour to be his Father; but he ſhall be 
called, what he truly 1s, The Son of the moſt 
High , Filius Altifſemi vocabitur : The Etcr- 
nal Son of the Eternal Father ; the Omni- 
potent Word by which all things were 
Created ; that Infinitely-fignihcant Word, 
which expreſſes all that God could conceive; 
this Incomprehenſ1ble Word, this only Son 
of the Almighty, will this Day be united 
to Humane Nature in thy chaſte Womb, 
will nuraculouſly become Man, and nor 
diſdain to be truly thy Child, and at the 
ſame time the only Son of the moſt High, 
of God himſfclt. 

Here we have, Dear Chriſtians, two ſtu- 
pendious Myſteries, which the Church Ho- 
nours upon this Day: A Virg'n made a 
Mother, without loſs of her Virginal Pu- 
rity : God made Man, without prejudice to 
his Divinity. This obliges me to divide 
my Diſcourſe between the Adorable Son, 

and 


(5) 


and the miraculous Mother ; explicaftng 
in my firſt Part the chief Cauſe or Reaſon 
why this only Son of God was this Day 
made Man, conceiv'd in the Womb of the 
Virgin Mary ; and in my ſccond, I ſhall lay 
before you the Chick Honour duc to the 
Mother. The Infinite Bleſſing we receiy'd 
from the Son.,and the beſt way of Honour- 
ing the Mother, make the two Points of 
my Diſcourſe, and the Subject of Your 
Majeſtics Royal Attention. It were raſh- 
neſs to diſcourſe upon ſo ſublime a Myſte- 
ry, without imploring the Aſſiſtance of 
that Holy Spirit by whoſe Divine Vertue 
it was wrought: Let us therefore humbly 
crave it by Her Interceſflion, who, before all 
Creatures, was choſen this Day as a mira- 
culous Inſ{trument of the Worlds Redem- 
ption, when ſaluted by the Angel, 

Hail, full of Grace. 


Here's no Conditton more deplora- I. P. 
ble, then to owe immenſe Sums, 

which muſt be paid to the laſt Farthing, 

under pain of Eternal Priſons and Everla- 


ſting Dungeons ; and yet to be deſtitute 
of 


Enthir.c.24. 
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of ell means to pay one Mitc : Nothing 
more miſerable, then to be ſcourg'd and 
chaſtis'd during thouſands of years, for 
Crimes commutred, and yet no Satisfaction 
made for the leaſt Offence. This was the 
unhappy Condition of Unfortunate Man, 
cver fince the Fall of our Firlt Parents , 
whoſe Sin, upon that account, St. Auguſtine 
calls great beyond expreſſion, ineffabiliter 
grande peccatam, by reaſon of that Miſery, 
ruina ineffabilis, that ineffable ruine, as the 
ſame Father calls it, which 1 drew upon 
their whole Poſterny. All the Scourges 
of Heaven upon Sinful Man, ever fince 
the Worlds Creation, were juſt Chaſtiſe- 
ments of this firſt Rebellion ; yet had they 
been infinitely more, they could not have 
rcſtor'd him to his Maker's Favour. For, 
as St. Auguſtin obſerves, the General De- 
luge, the moſt ſeverc Effect of the Divine 
Juſtice ever felt by Mankind, was only able 
to deſtroy Man, but not ſufficient to waſh 
away his Guilt : Diluvium hominem delevit, 
crimen delere non potuit. Moſes could drown 
Pharaoh and his Army, could open thc 
Occan and ſwallow up at once great part 
of 


(7) 
of the Inhabitants of a whole Nation ; yet 


this dreadful Puniſhment could make no 
Atonement with Heaven ; their Sins ſtil 


remain'd : Moyſes exterminavit Ag yptum , lbidem. 


non peccatum. In fine, All Chaſtiſements 
cycr undergone, all the Sacrifices eyer of- 
ter'd, all the Vertues the World ever ad- 
mir'd, as-the Faith of ann Abraham, the 
Patience of a Fob, the Meckneſs of a Mo- 
ſes., the Penance of a David, could not 
make Satisfaction for the leaſt Crime : No 


Man could be perfef to that degree, ( ſays 


St. Ambroſe) as to make Satisfaftion for this 
finful World; Nullus hominum tantus eſſe 
potuit ut totius mundi peccata deleret. Nay, 
had all the Angels of Heaven, all the Men 
that ever had -or will have a Being, been 
_ employ'd in nothing bur fighing torth Pe- 
nitential Pſalms; and with it whole Man- 
kind been condemn'd to feed on nothing 
but Duſt arid Aſhes, to drink nothing bur 
Brine and Tears, to be clad in Hair and 
Sackcloth, to have paſs'd whole Lives, tho' 
prolong'd to thouſands of Years, in the 
moſt ſeyerc and contradicting Mortificati- 
ons that Humane Nature-can ſupport ; - 

theſe, 


L 


ib. 6. 1% 
uc. 


Col. 2. 14. 


(8) 
theſe, tho' multiplied beyond the reach of 
Arithmetick , would fall infinitely ſhort of 
making juſt-Satisfaction for the leaſt Capi- 

tal Crime. | 
The reafon generally given by Fathers 
and Divines, why Mans Poverty - and 
Weakneſs could not cancel that Hand- 
writing that was againſt us, Chirographunt 
decreti, nor fatisfhe for the ſins commit- 
tcd againſt God, 1s the greatneſs of God 
and the vileneſs of Man: On the one (ide 
there was an Infinite Majeſty offended, on 
the other, a deſpicable Worm, the Offen- 
der: The offended was Lord and Maſter, 
abſolute and ſupream Proprietor of all that 
had a Being in Earth and Heaven ; The 
Criminal had nothing he could call his 
own, nothing but what did all really be- 
long to his Offended Maker upon ſeveral 
Titles; on the one fide, all Power, all 
Greatneſs, all Independency, all Majc- 
ſy, all Divinity; on the other, nothing 
bur Impotency, Servitude, Dependency, 
Vileneſs and Baſcncfs. This raifes our 
Sin and Rebellion to fuch a degree of 
Enornuty, that St Thamas of Aquin ſticks 
; nor 


(s) 
not to call it in ſome meaſure Infinite, Pec- Q. r. de In- 
catum contra Deum commiſum quandam infi- *" ® 3d 
nitatem habet ; becauſe the Majeſty of- 
fended 1s infinitely *Great; infinitely Good, 
infimtely Anuable, infinitely Adorable ; 
Man the offender infinitely beneath him in 
all theſe ſublime Attributes ; which inhances 
his guilt beyond the reach of Humane 
Comprehenſion. Nay, the great St. Ber- 
nard to give us a fuller notion of Sins ma- 
lice carrics it yct higher, by impeaching Re- 
bel and Sinful Man, of no leſs a crime than 
Deicide, that is, a defire to deſtroy God 
himſelf, as much as lies within the power 
of his malicious Will, Ipſum quantum in ipſa Serm. 3. de 
eſt Deum perimit voluntas propria, ſtriking 19": 
at the Divinity, and aiming to Dethrone 
the Almighty ; becauſe, whoever offends 
God, do's at the bottom of his Heart, ſe- 
cretly defire, that God either did not-ſee 
him, or could not puniſh him, and ſo wiſh- 
es him either 1gnorant, or impotent, which 
is in effect, to defire he were not what he 
is; that is, that he were not God, which 
makes St. Bernard's Zeal cric out, 0 crude- 
lis & execranda malitia ! O moſt cruel and 

B 2 exccrable 


(10) 
execrable malice! 2 Dei Potentiam, Jus 
ftiam , Sapientiam perire deſiderat, which 
deſires God might ceaſe to be Onanipotent, 
Juſt and Wiſe. 

Thus 1t ſtood with unfortunate” Man, 
for about Four. thouſand Years, charg'd 
with an immenſe Debt, guilty of an'infi- 
nite Malice; and at the fame time deſti- 
tute of all mcans to make the leaſt pay- 
ment or ſatisfaction, which in juſtice was 
duc and required. No Creature, that was 
only ſuch, could repair our Ruins ;. nothing 
lefs than a God could make juſt fſatisfacti- 
on for the Sins of Men; becauſe the bound; 
lcls greatneſs, and dignity of the Majeſty 
oftended , as. you hayc heard, render'd our 
Crimes infinitely enormous, and the de- 
ſpicable meanneſs of the Offender depreſs'd 
all the ſatisfaction, we could offer, infinite; 
ly beneath the leaſt proportion to our Of- 
tences, or the acceptance of the Perſon of- 
fended. Tell me, dcar Chriſtians, Was 
there ever a condition more deplorable : 
eycr a Cauſe more deſperate ? Full ſatisfacti- 
on.to be made, yet none poſſible but what 
muſt. come from the oftended himſelf; no 
juſt 


(nn) 


juſt Reconciliation,unleſs the Adorable wal 
ſtoop to Submiſſion, and-Humulation, the 
Offended turns Advocate, and the Inno- 
cent be dragg'd to the Bar, and conden+- 
ned for the Criminal, who ſtands indited 
and convicted at Ins Suit. What hopes is 
.there of theſe Prodigics? Can Four thou- 
| ſand Years Sin and Rebellion move the Al- 
mighty to ſo incomprehenſible a Conde- 
ſcendency ? Can our Infolence and Pride 
of lo antient a« date, and fo long continu- 
ance 'preyail with our ſhghted Maker. to 
undergo ſuch unbeſceming Indignities: for 
our ſakes ? May we. not here juſtly cry out 
as the Prophet Iſaiah did upona leſs occalt- 
on? Who eyer heard or ſaw any thing like 


this! Qzis audivit unquam tale, quis widit Eſa. 66. 8. 


huic fimile * How prodigious ſoever this 
may ſeem, 'tis the Caſe truly ſtated ; no 
Salvation for Man upon cafier terms. 
Therefore that Juſtice night at laſt tr- 
umph, after the- unſucceſsful Endeavours 
of many Ages, conſum'd 1n millions of 
Sacrifices and Holocauſts, not regarded in 
the Court of Heayen, as St. Paul obſerves 


out of David, Holocautomata.pro peccato nou Heb. 10, 6.: 


tibi 


Heb. 1.9.15. 


Phil. 2. 6. 
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tibi placuerunt ; his ſaving and juſt Provi- 
dence appointed a new, more agrecable 
Victim, by preparing a Humanc Body for 
the Etcrnal Son of Heaven, as St. Paul! ob- 
ſerves out of the ſame Royal Prophet, 
Corpus autem aptaſti mibi; Which Body 
was this Day fram'd in the Womb of the 
Spotleſs Virgin, for our Redemption. A- 
gainſt this Mediator no exception could be 
made, 1n his Satisfaction no flaw could be 
found ; his Mediation could- not ;be re- 
fusd; for as St. Paul aſſures us, Non rapi- 
nam arbitratus eſt eſſe ſe equalem Deo, He did 
not think it any Uſurpation or Preſumpri- 


on to ſtile himſelf equal with God; Om- 


nipotent with his Ecernal Father, equally 
Great, cqually Juſt, cqually Independent, 


the ſame in Sanctity, the ſame in Majeſty, 


the ſame in all things that were Divine, 
without any Incroachment upon his Fa- 
thers Prerogatives : Non rapinam, &Cc. 
Neither could his Satisfaction be re- 
fus'd, becauſe conformable to the mott ri- 
gorous Rulcs of Juſtice; infinitely charm- 
ing, as the fault was infinitely hateful, in- 
fanutely ſubnuſlive, as the tault was _—_ 
| Ml 
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(13) 


ly inſolent, infinitely meritorious, as the 

taulc was infimitely unworthy, infinitely pa- 

cifying and appeating, as the fault was in- 

finitely provoking ; fully equalling our 

Debts, as the Council of Epheſus obterves, 

Ad amuſſim debita noſtra coequantem, which 

made St. Paul ſay, we were Redecmed at » Cor. 5. ult. 
a high rate, Pretio magno, with an ineſti- 

mable Ranſom. 

May we not here, Dear Chriſtians, more 
juſtly cry out, then the Prophet Jeremy did 
upon a leſs ſurpriſing Occaſion, 0bftupeſcite Ir: 2+ 1 
celi ſuper boc | Stand aſtoniſhed at this, 0 
you Heavens | Man hath offended God ; 
the fame provoked God comes to fatisfic 
for the very Offences commutted againſt 
his own Perſon: Man by Pride had foard 
aboye himſelf in afteting to be like the 
moſt High; God, that he might not 
periſh for this Infolence, ſtoops to the 
grcateſt of Humuliations, and becomes the 
moſt Low. Man had abandon'd God. 
fold himſelf to be Captive and Slave to 
the Devil; God deſcended into the nar- 
row and dark Priſon of a poor Virgin's 
Womb, to reſtore Man to his loſt _— 

a 


Serm. 10, de 
Paſſ. 


( 14.) 
and reſcue him out of the Hands and Ty- 
rannical Poſſeſſion of the Powers of- Dark- 
neſs. In fine, Stupid and ungrateful Man 
had for thouſands of years debauch'd his 
Aﬀections with fatal Friendſhips, criminal 
Loves, pernicious Alliances and Unions 


with all the declar'd Encmics of Heaven; 


God, to reclaim and ſave this peryerſe 
Creature, deſcended ſo low, as to unite 
himſclt- really and ſubſtantially ro deſpica- 
ble Humane Nature, for an endleſs Eter- 
nity. Had nor St. Leo jaſt reaſon here to 
ſay, Mirabilior nobis Dei humilitas quam po- 
teſtas; That the boundleſs Power he ſhew'd 
m raiſing this fair World out of Nothing, 
Peopling the Heavens with Angels, the 
Farth with Men, and all variety of Crea- 
tures, was not {o {urpriling and aſtoniſh- 
mg, as the inconceivable Humiliations he 
underwent in the Redemption of Man; 
Mirabilior nobis, Gc. 

'Were we here permutted,0 Eternal Maker, 
humbly to expoſtulate with thy incffable 
Bounty ; Couldft chou not have left a Race 
of Rebels, Deſpiſcrs of thy Laws, Blaſphe- 
mers of thy Majeſty, Monſters of _— 

| tude: 
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tude? Couldit thou not have abandon'd 
them to. the utmoſt Rigour of thy pro- 
vok'd Juſtice? Had thy Divine Majeſty 
been ever the leſs Adorable ? Had thy E- 
rernity been ſhortned ? Had thy Immenſi- 
ty been confin'd 2 Had thy Omnipotency 
been weakned ? Had thy Infinity been 1i- 
mited ? Had thy Glory beeri eclips'd ? 
W hart prejudice had God ſuffter'd, it the 
vileſt Ingratitude had been chaſtis'd ? if 
Man, the moſt unworthy of Creatures, 
had periſh'd for ever ? Had thy Friends for- 
ſaken thee becauſe thy Enemies were pu- 
niſh'd ? Had not the Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ſtill enjoy'd one another in 
Boundleſs Knowledge, i Infinite Love, in 
Immenſe Glory 2 Would not the Angels 
{till have been ready at thy beck, the Che- 
rubims rapt in Contemplation of thy Great- 
neſs, the Seraphims melred in the Flames 
of thy Love? Would not the Earth and 
Heavens, with all other Creatures, have 
ſill trembled in thy Preſence, and ſubmiſ(- 
ſively own'd thee as their Supream Lord, 
alcho' ungrateful Man had been treated 


according to his Demerits ? | 
C 'Iis 


(16) 

'Tis true, Dear Chnftans, God's abſo- 
lure Independency and Supream Domini- 
on places him infinitely above ſuch Caſu- 
alties upon the account of his Creatures 
Diſorders : And altho' that Power which 
created the Univerſe with a Word, could 
with the ſame caſe have ſav'd or aban- 
don'd all Mankind ; yet, all this notwith- 
ſtanding, it was not to be done upon other 
Terms. The Reaſon was, Becauſe God 
would not have the Greatneſs of his Mer- 
cy ſo manifeſted, that he night ſeem in 
the leaſt to negleft his Juſtice ; he would 
joyn together rhoſe ſeemingly oppoſite 
Atttibuces, after ſo admurable 4-manner, 
that his Mercy ſhould never appear more 
Indulgcnt, nor tus Juſtice more Severe ; 
fully making good David's Prophecy, 7u- 
flitia © Pax ofculate ſunt. His Mercy 
could never have pardon'd more, his Ju- 
ſtice could never exact more. *Tis only 
here he was infinitely  Mercitul, to ſatisfie 
himſelf in Perſon for the Offences com- 
mitted againſt Ins own Laws ; 'tis here he 
was infuutely Juſt and Severe, in admit- 
ting of no lets Satisfaction then what was 


ofter'd 
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offer d by his own Cocternal and Coecqual 
Son, who could not atone for us, had he 
been of an inferiour Rank, as St. Leo ob- 
ſerves, Niſt efſet verus Deus non adferret re- Serm. t. dc 
medium. God, the Eternal Juſtice it ſelf, Nat 
will haye full Satisfaction for the Sins com- 
mitted againſt his Perfon and Orders; this 
cannot be had but from a Perſon <qual to 
himſelf ; therefore his only Son, who 1s 
God, and Equal with himſelf, crowds (as 

I may ſay) his Immenfity into the narrow 
Womb of a Virgin, mercifully cakes the 
Form of a Servant, and by it raiſes our Po- 
verty to the rich Condition of being able 

to pay a fulland juſt Ranſom for the Sins 

of all Mankind. 

Here ſtop a while, my Soul, and Con- 
template the Eternal Word, the Omnipo- 
tent Son of Heaven, for thy ſake, become 
an Infant Child ; Behold his boundleſs 
Love for many, as the Prophet Sophbonias 
forctold, has reduced him to a charming fi- 
lence, Silebat in dilefione ſaa, he was filent Sopho. 3.17. 
in the dearcſt expreſſion of his Love. 
Incomparable Invention of Divine Mercy ! 
Oh Silence more Eloquent than all the 


C 2 Tongues 


* Ti. 6 
16, 
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Tongues of Men and Angels! more force- 
able in the ſight of Heaven than all the Pe- 
nitential Pſalms of David, than all che La- 
mentations of Feremy, than all the carneſt 
Petitions, and languiſhing ſ1ghs of the Pa- 
triarchs and Prophets, which cries more 
loud, tho' in a ſweeter ſtrain, than the 
Blood of an innocent Abel, pleads Man's 
Cauſe with a Hcavenly Eloquence, the hap- 
py Product of his infiite Love, felebat in 
dilefione ſua. Was ever Love carried to 
this height? was ever Charity to be com- 
pared to this? The only Son of Heaven, 
the Immence Word of the Almighty, re- 
duc'd to the ſtate of a newly conceiy'd In- 
fant : And why ? St. Paul tells youin a few, 
but moſt ſurprizing words, Peccatores ſal- 
0s facere, to ſave Sinners, his declard E- 
nenues, Ungratetul Rebellious Sinners; to 
ſave you that have contemn'd his Benefits, 


abuſed his Graces, vilified his Glory, blaſ- 


phemed his Majeſty, for the Salvation of 
ſuch wholo little deſerv'd it. He is this Day 
miraculouſly made Man, ſubſtantially uni- 
ted to one of his own Creatures, infinitely 


beneath him mn all Pertections. Would 


any 


(19) 
any here prefent willingly conſent, that his 
Rational Soul, his Humane Nature ſhould 
be really and inſeperably united for all Erer- 
nity, to the Nature of a Serpent, a Toad, a 
Worm, or what 1s more Vile and Abject 
amongſt Creatures ; and this only to re- 
deem from Slavery, that Perſon of the 
World which moſt contemned him that 
let ſlip no occaſion of ſhewing himſelf to be 
your moſt invetcrate and implacable Ene- 
my? Alas! all this is infinitely out-done in 
our preſent Myſtery. The Creator of all 
things 1s ſubſtantially united to that crea- 
tcd Nature, which of all Beings had been 
moſt ungratetul; the ſupream Lord and 
Maſter of Heaven and Earth hath aſſum'd 
the contemptible Narure of his own Slave 
and Vaſlal, God is become Man, and will 
remain fo for all Eternity, to fave his own 
Rebcllious Creatures, his Treacherous Ser- 
vants, Monſters of Sin and Iniquity, Pec- 
catores ſalvos facere. *Tis here clear, Brc- 
theren, the Powers of Heaven itand aſto- 
mſh'd, and ſubmuſſively adore the pro- 
found Abyis of the Divine Wiſdom, the 
Infinite ſeverity of his Rigorous Juſtice, the 
Charm- 
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Charming Goodneſs of that God of Mer- 
cies; who altho abandon'd by his own 
Creatures, not own'd as their Father or 
Benetactor, bur deſpis'd, vility'd, and hated, 
as their inveterate Enemy ; yet appears 
this Day the moſt Gracious of Sovercigns, 
the moſt Bountiful of Benefactors, the 
moſt Tender of Fathers, giving us all the 
Treaſures of Heaven, his only Son, as the 
moſt Generous and Indcaring Inſtance of 
an Infinite Love, Sic Dexs dilexit mundum 
ut filium ſuum unigenitum daret. 

May we not juſtly ſay with St. Azg. 
That altho' we have been inſcnſible of all 
other Benefits his Bounty has heap'd upon 
us ſince the Worlds Creation ; yet certain- 
ly this ſtrongeſt Proof of an Infinite Love 
muſt force ſome return from the moſt 
Stony Heart, $7 amare pigebat ſaltem reda- 
mare non pigeat. 

Thar Nature upon which the Firſt Adam 
had intail'd Temporal Miſeries and Etcr- 
nal Puniſhments, is this Day, by the Second 
Adam, renewing its Title and Claim to 
Eternal Glory ; the Preflures and Calami- 
ties we fighd under, as Chaſtiſements of 
our 
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our Sins, are this Day made the beſt and 
ſureſt Earneſt of everlaſting Bliſs: All Crea- 
tures that ever had become our Maſters, 
and had debauch'd our Aﬀections, are 
again falling at our Feet, by that Grace of 
our Redeemer that makes us triumph over 
them, and deſpiſe them. The Way to 
Heaven, hitherto unknown and untrod- 
den by Mankind, 1s now clearly diſcover'd, 
and caſic to be walk'd in. The Law of Fi- 
gures, confin'd to Fudea, 1s receiving an 
end, and all Nations invited to a better 
Worſhip, to adore in Spirit and Truth. The 
Diſtance kept with Man for thouſands of 
Years, is this Day diſpens'd with ; he is Hy- 
poſtatically united ro Humane Nature : 
and that nothing might be wanting, he 
graciouſly appears in our own Form. This . 
muſt needs charm us, how inſenſible ſoc- 
ver we were to paſt Favours, /i amare pi- 
gebat faltem redamare non pigeat. 

If any thing appears on this Day that 
puts us in mind of his heretofore ſo for- 
midable Omnipotency, 'tis only the con- 
tounding the Powers of Darkneſs, wreſting 
chcir Prey out of their Mouths, the repair- 
ing 
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ing the Ruins causd by Sin, not to be 
made up by a leſſer Power. No Effects 
here of his Juſtice, that Attribute ſo dread- 
ful co Mankind, 'unleſs it be the offerin 
himſelf a rich Victim of Peace, in full 
ſatisfaction to our offended God, recon- 
ciling this ſinful World to his Eccrnal Fa- 
ther, himſelf,. and Heaven, mundum recon- 
cilians fibi. This was the Buſineſs he came 
for ; for this Reaſon he afſlumd Humanc 
Nature, as you have heard prov at large: 
Which being perform'd, the Promiſe made 
in the opening my Diſcourſe calls upon 
me, after having ſpoken of the Son, to ſay 
ſomething of the miraculous Mother. 
You have heard how great the Bleſſing was 
we recciv'd from the Son ; I ſhall now lay 
before you the beſt way of Honouring 
the Mother, which 1s my Second Parr. 


He Catholick Church was always 
carctul to put juſt Bounds and Li- 

mts to that Honour which her Children 
paid to the Virgin Mother ; giving a check 
to thoſe who by an indiſcreet Zeal carried 


ic too high, and not ſupporting ſuch who 
durſt 
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durſt in the leaſt derogate fram her. Of this 
we have a clear Proof in St. Epiphanius, a 
Fatherhving near the middle of the: Fourth 


Agc : In him. we read of the Collyridiang, Epip. Her, 
Perſons who offcr'd certain Cakes 1n Sacrt- 7* 


fice tothe Virgin Mother, who, for ſo da- 
ing, arc treated as Hereticks, for raiſing her 
above the Nature of a.Crcature, 'and fo 1n- 
a the Divine Prerogatives; Sc 
likewiſe rhe ſame Father ftigmarizes others, 


calld Antidicomariatiites, with the ſame in- Hzc.- 78, 


famous Character, \ far denying ons of her 
Clucf Prcrogatives, the: Honour of being 
a Perpetual Virgin. So that as ſhe forbic 
her Chuldren to give her axore Honour 
then may be. allow'd to a: Crcatyre, ſhe 
likewiſe permits them not to deprive her 
of any Ang ranted by her and our 
Creator. . The firſt is fo abſurd, that it 
cannat bs 2 Temptation to a Reaſor 
Crearure ; the ſecond fo unjuſt, that none 
can rcfuſe it that know her Merits. To 
adoxe. her as a Goddeſs, were ghq moſt 
enarmous of Crunes, a Sacrtlegious Ido- 
latry ; not to Hanour her above all Saints, 


were to diminiſh her Dignity, and a ma- 
niteſt 


Her. 79. 
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nifeſt Injuſtice. We are allow'd to pray 
to her, as the Mother of Pity, to pray for 
us ; but muſt always expect the Grace im- 
plor'd, not from her, bur her Son's Bounty. 
Here you ſee the Spirit of the Catholick 
Church 1s, . that her Children in Honour- 
ing the Virgin Mother, ſhould never. tranſ- 

eſs by falling into Extreams, in giving 

er more then 1s due to 'a'Creature, or rc- 
fuſing what 1s' her Right upon' ſo many 
juſt Titles, - Maria in. hozore ſit, 'Dominus 
adoretur:;" Let Mary'be honour d,' but Iet God 
be adord 'as''our Sovercign Lord and 
Maſter. | | [Bs 


' - But my time 1s too far ſpent to. enter 


upon the particular :Diſcufſion of* ſeveral 


Ways that may be made!uſe of in-Ho- 


nouring the Virgin Mother: Wheretore I 
ſhall content'my-feclt' at preſent to recom- 
mend only that tunto/you, | which is noſt 
deſir'd by the' Charch and her, moſt ad- 
vantag10us- to all 'that honour her, and 
which alone makes all other. Honours 
done her, to be truly ſo: I'mean, the Im» 
tation of her Life and Vertues. 


The 
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The Chict Honour St. Pau! demanded 
from thoſe converted by his Apoſtolical 
Labours, was, That they would ſtudy to 
imitate his Life, as he did the Sacred Life 
of Chriſt ; Fratres imitatores mei eſtote, ſi- 1 Cor. 1.x. 
cat ego Chriſti, This 1s the beſt way of 
Honouring the Saints, moſt acceptable to 
them, and moſt beneficial to us : And 
therefore St. Auguſtin ſays, They alone truly Serm. 74. de 
keep the Feſtivals of the Saints and Martyrs, S«aQi. 
and truly honour them as they ought, qui ip- 
forum Marryrum excmpla ſcquuntur, who 
make it their buſineſs to imitate their Lives. 

And the Reaſon 1s evident: For when we 
would make our Court. to any Great Per- 
ſon here' on Earth, and conyince him we 
have a true Honour for him, we cannot do 
it more cfficacioully, then by ſaying always 
what he fays, approving what he ap- 
proves, finding fault with all he diſlikes ; 
in a word, imitating his Behaviour an 
Conduct in all chings. By this Proceeding 
we convince him, that we take his Judg- 
ment for our Rule to act by, we eſteem his 
Choice to be the moſt wiſe, and himſelf 
to be the moſt excellent Pattern for Pru- 
D 2 dence, 
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dence, Diſctetion, and Wiſdom, of all 
others. Is not this the higheſt Honour 
we can ſhew-? And in reality 'tis (o, if we 
think he deſerves it, and procced without 
Flattery. Bur the Saints in Heaven are not 
only aboye our Flattery, but haye moreo- 
ver this Advantage, which we have not: 
Their Judgments, when on Earth, were ex- 
aQtly conformable to the Wifdom of Hea- 
ven ; their Choice ſquar'd to the Rules of 
the Goſpel z their Actions meaſur'd by the 
Will of the Almighty : To which muſt be 
added, That now 1n Glory they fee incom- 
parably more clear ; that no way of Li- 
ving here on Earch but theirs, when Pil- 
grims with us, was to be cſtcem'd Ratio- 
nal; and now being immoyably fix'd to 
the Will of the Almighty, can love only 
what he loves, and neceſſarily hate what 
he hates ; and conſequently, cannot eſteem 
or admit of any Honour done to them- 
ſelves, as truly ſuch, which-1s not at the 
fame time a true Honour of the Lord of 
Glory, who cannot poſſibly approve of 
any Action directed to himſelf, or his 
Saints, that 18 not accompanied with a - 

Ire 
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fire at leaſt of imitating his Son, or Difci- 
ples that follow'd his Example. "Thereforg: 
K is only then, the Saints eſteem. chemn-- 
ſelves truly Honour'd, when their own ex- 
emplary Lives contribute in any meaſure 
to carry on the true Honour and Glory 
duc: ro our commodA Lord and Maſter. 
When they ſee any one become Chaſte by >. 
their Example, Penitent by their Example, 
Selt-denicrs . by. their Example, truc Sgr- 
vants and Adoters of the Lord of Glory, 
being animatcd and ſtirr'd up by their Ex- 
ample; this they cſteem a great Honour 
indeed, that they ſhould be any ways in- 
ſtrumental to cttect that which the Angels . 
and whole Court of Heaven inceſlantly 
ſigh after, the Salvation of Men. 

Upon this account St. Ambroſe contem- 
plating the Prerogatives of the Virgin Mos 
ther, with the Advantages we may receive 
from them, and the beſt Honour ſhe can 
receive from us ; recommends her Life to 
all the Faithful as a Pattern for theirs, Hinc Lib. r. de - 
famat exempla wivendi, ſince as he adds, in Vs: 
her Life, as in the beſt Copy that: was ever 
drawn after that great Original-of hex Di- 

Vine 
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vine Son, we have expreſs'd the moſt live- 
ly Repreſentations and- Sovereign docu- 
ments of all Virtues, Vbi tanquam in ex- 
emplari magiſteria expreſ/a probitatis ; point- 
ing out to us what we ought to 1imbrace as 
conformable to God's Law, and what we 
ought to fly, .as opPolite to that Sacred 
Rule. In fine, a Pattern ſo univerſal, that 
every Man may find 1n 1t the Leflon pro- 
per to himſclf. Zalis fait vita Marie ut e- 
jus unins vita omnium diſciplina fit : To 
the Proud ſhe offers Humulity in a Sove- 
reign Degree; to the Luxurious Purity 
and Modeſty without example, to the Tepid 
and Slothful Chriſtian the moſt eminenc 
Charity that ever inflamed the Breaſt of a 
Creature. What more humble than. to 
own her ({clt a poor Handmaid, when a(- 
ſum'd to the dignity of Mother to the Al- 
mighty 2 What more humble than to go 
a long Pilgrimage to viſit her Kinſwoman 
that had concery'd a Prophet, when ſhe 
carricd in her own Womb, the Redeemer 
of Mankind, the Lord of Glory > What 
more humble than to preſent her ſelf in 
thc Temple, as defil'd in Childbed, like che 
reſt 
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reſt of her Sex, when ſhe had conceiv'd 
without loſs of Virginity, and brought 
forth with a miraculous. Purity and Inte- 

rity ?- What more humble than to Re- 

cem her Firſt-born, complying with the 
Law imposd on Sinners, when. in her 
Arms ſhe carried him who came to waſh 
away the Guilt of the World; and whoſe 
Nature was incompatible with all. that was 
ſinful? Never was Purity and Virginity 
carricd to ſo eminent a..pitch ; never was 
Modeſty fo exemplar, a- Married Woman, 
unacquaintad with all the lawful liberties 
of that ſtate; the Pureſt of Virgins, yet the 
moſt Honourable and Sublime of Mothers. 
What Charity could be compared;to; hers. 
whoknew. ſhe was choſen betore all Crea- 
tures to [the dignicy of Mother of God; 
who had concev'd in 2 Spirtual manner, 
as St.' Auguſtin ſays, this Heavenly Son-in 
her own Soul, by Contemplation and 
Love - befoxe ſhe conce:v'd him in her 


Womb; Filium ſuum prius concepit; mente, In Plal. 67: 


-quam carne;; What mcking joys muſt ſhe 
ally experience, when the poileſt che God 
of Heaven made Man, and united to Hu- 
mane 


.every 
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mane Nature in her Chaſte Body ? It muſt 
needs ſeem a Miracle, that her Life was 
not a continued Extaſie of Love, ſince ſhe 
had the Creator and Redeemer of -Man- - 
kind daily before her Eyes, conſtantly in 
her Thoughts , the ſuſtaincr of all things 
ſupported by her Arms, the Father and Au- 
thor of all Being ſucking at her Breaſts, 
which made her cry out, Her Soul was 
tranſported with her God and Saviour, Ex- 
altavit | ws meus in Deo ſalutari meo. 
Her Underſtanding contemplated nothin 


— 


but lus Greatneſs; her Will inamour' 


with nothing-but his Bounty ; her Mc- 
mory gy with nothing but his Mer- 


ics, as the _— relates of her, Conſer- 


wabat omnia verba bac conferens in corde ſus, 
lockin - in the Cabinet of her Heart 
Pp; age of his Divine Life, as a Sa- 

cred Fuel to feed the Flames of Divine 
Love. In a word, Her Mouth utter d no- 
thing but his Praiſes ; her Hands were im- 
ploy'd wholly in his Scrvice ; her Feet 
made no Step but for his Concerns $ and 
her Fyes -could be fatisficd with no other 
Object, witneſs her Gricf and Tears when 
ſhe 
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a 9g ena Feruſalew ; So that 
e Soul was rted with fo 
_— a Myitcry, always magnifying her 
Son and Saviour ; Ma = auima mea 
Dominam : Joyfully i im all her Sen- 
ſes, all her Bcing, all her Sou {as Vencra- 
ble Bede obſerves upan theſe Words) wm 
TOY and Gratitude ; Cuicguid 
vivo, jentio, p_ atulanter impendo: 
Theſe, Chriſtians are the truc 
Praiſes of the W_—_ Mother; theſe Ver- 
rus arc whar render her Honourable 1 n 
Heaven ; and the Imitation of theſe is 
the beſt Honour ſhe can receive, or expects 
from us upon Earth, not but that other 
Inferrour Honours may be good and lau- 
dable when usd with a true deſire of ac- 
quiring the mention'd Vertues : Prayers 
tor Example offered to her by the Proud, 
with a true defire to become Humble ; by 
the Diſlolute, with a true.defire to become 
Chaſte; by the Indeyout, with a true defire 
to become Fervent ; by all Chriſtians with 
2 true deſire and intention to ſerve her 
Glorious Son by imitating the Vertucs ſo 
eminent in the Mother. Deyotions to our 
E Lady 
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Lady with this Diſpoſition and intention; 
will ingage her cfficaciouſly in our Pro- 
tection, and invite her powerfully to uſe 
that Grace and Fayour ſhe has with her Di- 
vine Son, in Praying with us, and for us,that 
we may obtain a happy and glorious ſhare in 
that Redemption, for which the Eternal 
Word was this Day Incarnate, and fo be- 
coming the. ſource of all Grace in this 
World, and cycrlaſting Glory in the next; 
Which God of his Mercy grant to Your Sa- 
cred Majeſlies, and all Your Subjefs here af- 
fembled. Amen. 
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